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Wildlife along the Greenway 

 
 

The City of Lowell boasts a great amount of wildlife from wood frogs to fishers, from monarch butterflies 

to peregrine falcons.  The Greenway is no exception.  Wild animals are everywhere, but knowing how to 

find them often requires tracking skills and some close observation.  ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ŀǊǘέ ƻŦ 

studying and interpreting signs and evidence left behind by animals.  By doing so, we learn what wild 

animals are around without having to actually see them.   

 

 
Deer track #1. 
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To make your search for wildlife a success, think like a detective.  Imagine the behavior of animals and 

look for clues.  Think about what the animals were doing when they left evidence behind and use this 

information to interpret the scene.   

 
Deer track #2. 

 

Always remember, a good detective never destroys the evidence, so be careful not to walk on animal 

tracks or disturb other evidence of wildlife.  !ǎ ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ά5ŜŜǊ ǘǊŀŎƪ ІмέΣ ȅƻǳ 

can visualize the shape of the anƛƳŀƭΩǎ Ŧƻƻǘ ōȅ ƛƳŀƎƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ŀǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ά5ŜŜǊ ǘǊŀŎƪ 

ІнΦέ  
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Gray squirrel. 

 

Eastern gray squirrels have many remarkable adaptations giving them an advantage when it comes to 

finding food, water, and shelter.   

 

Look for signs of squirrels high up in trees.  They are known for their large, elaborate nest-like homes, 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άdreysέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǎǘƛŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ, sometimes even litter.  Their tracks are also 

among the most commonly observed of any animal throughout the year. 

  

 
Mother raccoon with young. 
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Raccoons are wild animals, because they find their own food, water, and shelter.  To the keen eye, their 

tracks and signs are often evident. 

  

 
Dogs are domestic animals because they get their food, water, and shelter from humans.  Their tracks 

are often seen along the Concord River and might be confused with the tracks of wild animals. 

 

Winter is easily the best time of year to explore the Concord River Greenway if you are looking for tracks 

and other signs of wildlife.  Fresh snow often provides a perfect substrate to observe the size, shape, 

and patterns of animal tracks.  Mud and sand along the trail and down by the river are great places to 

look for tracks, too. 

 
Bird tracks. 

 

Most animals are wary of human activity, staying well hidden for protection.  Looking at their tracks is 

often the only way to know they are living in the area.  Also, many wild animals are nocturnal, which 



Concord River Greenway: Wildlife Tracks & Signs 

 

Lowell Parks & Conservation Trust 

By- Brian Cutler, LP&CT Project Specialist 

means they come out only at night, when we are unlikely to be around to see them (humans are 

diurnal).  The best time of day to see tracks is in the early morning, before the snow melts, the wind 

starts to blow, or the sun dries out the ground. 

 
Tracks often appear in moist mud and sand. 

 

When snow is deep, or if the snow begins to melt, the detail of individual prints can be difficult to read.  

This is often ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ άǘǊŀŎƪ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎέ ƻǊ άƎŀƛǘέ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦ  9ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 

unique way of walking, although they might mimic the track patterns of other animals at times.  A 

cottontail rabbit hops along, while a red fox walks on all fours, and humans walk upright on two feet.  

Each animal has a different length of stride, too, which can also help determine what animal you are 

tracking. 

 

Tracking hints: Match up wild animals with their associated track patterns, pacers (also known as 

waddlers), gallopers, bounders, and diagonal walkers (also known as perfect steppŜǊǎύΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

get hung up on what individual prints look like.  Use your tracking guide to compare both individual 

tracks and track patterns, by shape, size, and stride.  Try to identify the track pattern first.  This will help 

you to narrow down the field to several small groups.  Then work on narrowing down the species. 

 


