Concord River Greenway: Bird Life

What makes a bird a bird?

Double crested cormorants are a type of bird that is well
known to live in riparian zones along rivers, such as the
Concord River.
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include their feathers, two wings, two legs, egg-laying ability, and beaks. Every bird
species is unique in its adaptations and habitat range.

Birds can be found in nearly every type of habitat. Their extraordinary adaptations
help them to endure even some of the harshest of natural environmental conditions.

Many bird species are especially attracted to riparian and wetland habitats such as the
Concord River, because of their abundant and varied sources of food, water, and
shelter.

Lowell is home to a range of natural resources, the Concord River Greenway Park

(Greenway) is one such resource offering birders an excellent place to observe many

different bird species.
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The Greenway is a refuge from the city for people and wildlife alike.
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By- Brian Cutler, LP&CT Project Specialist



Concord River Greenway: Bird Life

X : ey 4.“ b
Flying overhead, looking down on the city, Lowell appears as
a sea of gray buildings and roads with a beautiful green and
winding Concord River corridor running north towards its

confluence (joining) with the Merrimack River.

Although much of the city presents great obstacles to wildlife, birds in general are
adapted for flying to ideal locations along the Concord River in Lowell where they are
able to find resources essential to their survival [being food, water and shelter].

Lowell Parks & Conservation Trust
By- Brian Cutler, LP&CT Project Specialist
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With their remarkable camouflage and ability to fly to
secluded spots,wild turkeys can live in the middle of a
bustling city like Lowell.

Food, Water and Shelter

All living things need food, water, and various forms of
shelter and other forms of protection.

Lowell Parks & Conservation Trust
By- Brian Cutler, LP&CT Project Specialist



Concord River Greenway: Bird Life

Many bird species are attracted to the banks and waters of the Concord River for the
abundant sources of food including:
1 Fish
Small mammals
Mollusks
Invertebrates
Reptiles
Plants
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Despite their camouflage, Northern brown snakes must be
cautious because they are potential prey for many bird
predators.

Lowell Parks & Conservation Trust
By- Brian Cutler, LP&CT Project Specialist
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along the river banks and expose invertebrates like aquatic
insects crustaceans.

Solitary sandpipers have long, slender beaks well adapted
for excavating invertebrates from mud and crevices between
rocks.

Lowell Parks & Conservation Trust
By- Brian Cutler, LP&CT Project Specialist
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When a duck is not just a duck: Here we see two male
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Because of their amazing adaptations and broad diet,
mallards are one of the most commonly observed bird
species in the world.

Water is essential to the plants and animals of any ecosystem, including the birds
living on and around the Concord River. This area is also called a riparian zone,
because of the plants and animals that are often associated with rivers.

The Greenway may be noted as a riparian zone, meaning that many of the plants and
animals living here are associated with rivers and other wetlands.
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